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TWO KILLED BY SHARK.

MAN-EATER APPEARS IN MATA.
-~ WAN CREEK. '

 Lester Stilwall .lllhdk.ml' Whils .iﬂ
" Bwimming—W. Stanlsy - Fisher
Loscs His Life in Hercic Attempt
to Rescue Boy. _ '
Two persons were killed and a
third was badly bitten by o shark in
Matawnn creek last Wednesday nfter-
noon, 'The dead are Lester Stilwell,
twelve yeors- old, and W. Stanley
Fisher, aged .26, who made a heraic,
nttempt.to rescue young Stilwell after
the latter had been drown under the
surface of the water by the huge fish.
Joseph R. Dunn, a ten-year-old New
York boy who was visiting at Mata-
win, as bodly bitter imthe calf of |
the leg, but wag pulled from the
ahurk's.inwa by companions. It is be-
lieved he will recover. ]
The big fish made its attack on Stil-
well' while he was in swimming with a
pumber of other boys in the creek
nent Wychof's dock. The creck at
this point is about thirty feot wide
and at high tide the water is probably
filfteen feet depp.  While the boys
were swimming in the water, Stilwell
wns heard to seream and his' eom-
panions saw him sink. Some of them
rushed to town for help, At first it
was thoupht that Stilwell had been
spized with cramps, and the idea that
he had been attacked by o shork was
seoffed at, Ameong those who went to
the boy's rescue was Mr, Fisher, who
was a4 powerful swimmer. Fisher
dove into the pool as soon as he
reached the ereek and began search-
ing for the boy, . Figher had been in
the creck only o fow minutes when a
commaotion was seen in the water and
Fizher eried out that o shark had him.
He battled with the bip fish and
finally breke its hold on him and was
pulled into o boat. . When the man
was taken ashore it waa seen that he
was horribly injured. The flesh on
his right leg from the hip to the knee
was frightfully torn and lacerated
andd the thigh bone was laild bare in
many places. Fisher was still con-
aelons when taken from - the. woter.
He kept asking the physicinng who
were attending him to give him some-
thing to relieve his suffering. He told
those present that ho had the Stilwell
bhoy in his grasp when the shark at-

tacked him,

Fither was rughed to the Long
Branch hospital, where an attempt
was made to save his life by amputa-
ting the leg. TFisher was too wenk
from loss of blomd and shoek to stand
the operation, however, and he died
shortly after seven o'clock Thursday
nigeht, L .

Mr. Fisher was a son of Captain
Watson H, Fisher, o refired sen cap-
tain, Fisher's poarents were on o
vigit in the West at the time of their
son's denth. They were immediately
natified and hurvied homoe.

The torn and mangled body of Stil-
well was recoversd  cardy  Friday

‘movaing about 150feet west of the

spot. where the boy was drawn he-
neith the water, It iz believed that
the boddy was brought to the surface
either hy the exploding of dynamite
in the creek or by the heavy thunder-
storm of Thuradny night, The body
hil been dereibly - chewed by the
shark. A big plece of flesh was torn
from the boy's vight silde and his legs
and abdomen were alzo. bhadly bitten,

The sharle which caused the twn
denths was seen in Matawan creek by
twa ur three pusons.  One of them
was Captnin Thomas V. Cottrell,
Wheon Mr. Cottrell snw the ginnt fish’
swimming up the creck he got in his
molor bont and started oot te warn
people who. werd in, bathing, Most
of them trented the motter nz a jole,
and others who said they had scen
the shark were also luwghed at. It
was such an unusual thing for a man-,
cating shark to be seenan an inland
creek that no one would believe it
possible, ,

Aflter Stilwall and Tisheér had been
gttacked some boys who had not
heard of the occurancs went in swim-
ming in another part of the ereck and
it was nt thiz noint that the Dunn hoy
wus bitten. He was juat leaving the
water when the shark grabbed him by
the leg. He seresmed and his com-
panions eaught hold of his hands and
pulled him away from the shark,
Meost af the ealf of ane leg was lorn
away. Dunn was hurrvied to the hos-
pital at Wew Brunswiek for trent-
ment. '

Aa soon a5 the news of the at-
tack on the Stilwell boy amd Fisher
spred (hroigh the villogre, olil water-
men hurried to the mouth of the

creck with heavy wire fencing, which |

was stretehed back amd forth across
the creek to prevent the shark from
pelling out. " Men armoed with rifles
and harpoons got. into motor boats
umel pateolled the ereek in search of
the big fish, At night several eharres
of dvnamite were exploded alone the
ereck in hones that the eoncussion
woulid stun the shark so that it could
be captured, i
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Ol time fishermen are  puoeazledl
aver the appesrance of man-cating
shorka in the waters around here.
Mony theories are sulvancod na to the
renson for the oppearance- of the
sharks, A theary which is held by

muny olil sen-Taring men s that the
fonil supply of the sharks has been

logsened bedpuse of the few trans-
Atlantic poassenwer ships which are
now runming - It is the habit of the
sharks to follow these ships and cat
the velfuse which iz thrown over-
Bonrd, .

The appearance of the sharks here
ig a heavy blow to the bathing howsas
proprictors along the shore.  In many
places heavy wire burriers have been
placed around the bathing, grounds
uni prmed men natrol the grounds in
molor hoals during the hours of Lnth-
ing. In spite of all these precautions
many peaple who wonlil otherwise on-
jov bathing refuse te po into Lhe

waler,
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